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most powerful tools available to investigate the
development, production, transfer, or acquisition
of chemical weapons, as well as their actual use.

We in America have been very fortunate in
never experiencing a terrorist attack with chem-
ical weapons. Japan, the only country that has
suffered such an attack, saw the value of the
Chemical Weapons Convention instantly. Within
one month of the sarin gas attack in Tokyo,
Japan completed ratification of the convention.

Let’s not wait. For the safety of our troops,
and to fight terror here and around the globe,
the Senate should ratify the Chemical Weapons
Convention now.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 3:50 p.m. on
September 6 at the Church Street Station in Or-
lando, FL, for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on Sep-
tember 7.

Statement on the Death of Arthur Flemming
September 8, 1996

Arthur Flemming was a close friend to me
and the First Lady. He was a wonderful human
being and great public servant who thought of
nothing more than the health and well being
of his fellow Americans. He transcended party,

generation, and race in search of consensus on
some of the great issues of our day. The First
Lady and I, and the country, will greatly miss
him.

Remarks Announcing Counterterrorism Initiatives and an Exchange With
Reporters
September 9, 1996

The President. Thank you. Let me begin by
thanking the Vice President and the commission
for all their hard work and for this excellent
action plan. This is partnership at its best, Gov-
ernment and private citizens, Democrats and
Republicans, joining together for the common
good.

As the Vice President has said, we asked the
members of this commission to do a lot of work
in a little time. They rolled up their sleeves;
they delivered. We know we can’t make the
world risk-free, but we can reduce the risks
we face, and we have to take the fight to the
terrorists. If we have the will, we can find the
means. We have to continue to fight terrorism
on every front by pursuing our three-part strat-
egy: first, by rallying a world coalition with zero
tolerance for terrorism; second, by giving law
enforcement the strong counterterrorism tools
they need; and third, by improving security in
our airports and on our airplanes.

The Vice President’s action plan goes to the
heart of this strategy. So I want everyone to

understand that whenever this plan says, ‘‘the
commission recommends,’’ you can understand
it to mean, ‘‘the President will.’’

Today I will direct the Federal aviation au-
thority to instruct their personnel in the field
to convene immediately those responsible for
security at our Nation’s 450 commercial airports
so they can strengthen security as a team. I
will direct that all airport and airline employees
with access to secure areas be given criminal
background checks and FBI fingerprint checks.
I will direct the FAA to begin full passenger
bag match for domestic flights at selected air-
ports. And I’m proud to say that several of the
commission’s recommendations will be put into
place immediately.

Last Thursday, Secretary Peña announced a
rule to require more accurate and detailed pas-
senger manifests on international flights, a pri-
ority for families of victims of aviation disasters.
Families of victims also deserve a single point
of contact for receiving information. That is why
today I will sign an Executive order to give
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